Prose Romance: Bana
of a parrot, which is itself the result of such a metamorphosis. For all the dreamlike phantasy of the plot, Bana has aptly chosen as the scene of action, the semi-divine regions of the Hemakuta mountain* The whole story moves in a supernatural atmosphere* The hero and his friend are taken through a cycle of disappointment, death and rebirth before they ate finally united to their sweet-hearts who belong to the perennially youthful Gandharva class. The structure of the story is very complex with an intricate chain of stories within stories.
"the main episode of the Kadambari is taken from the Brihadkatha of Gunadhya and Bana has remarkably, heightened the artistic appeal of the plot. * The poet has depicted with a masterly hand the emotions of love and grief, hope and despondency. He brings home to us the mystery of love which lives beyond death and craves for a reunion. His vivid pictures of forest scenery in the beginaing of the book, his contrast of the quiet and gentle life of the hermits with the excitement and cruelty of the hunters in the forest, his description of the gorgeous pomp of the royal courts of Sudraka and Tarapida and his dignified and wholesome discourses on practical politics delivered through Sukanasa's advice to Chandrapida are all purple passages that lend lustre to Sanskrit literature.
The other great prose work written by Bana is the Harsha Charita, a historical romance in which Bana has immortalized his royal patron. It is highly probable that tjiis is the earlier of the twa works althoughle story is put into the mouth   -                                         •                 •    •         •
